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Lalita Jani, 34, iz a landless
tribal woman belanging to the
Kondh tribal community, ane of
the 654 Stheduled Tribe commu-
nitieg in Odicha. Every year, her
husband, along with other men
of their hilly village migrates to
Tamil Nadu, Gyarat and Andhra
Pradech between Dctober and
dJune to work in brick kilng and

congtruction cites.




in the absence of

her hugband, the sole
respongibility of the family
is on Lalitds shoulders
-—- from firewood to food.
She takes care of the big
family and works hard to
have two square meals a
day.

She manages to earn & meagre amount by collecting and selling non-timber forest produce —- tendu,
eal, siali leaves, mahua, jhuna and honay. She alte works ag an agriculture labourer in other’s farms.

She and her hugband dream of building a concrete houge 2o that her children do not have to tleep on
the wet floor and under leaking asbestos roof during mongoon. Az their earning is not sufficient fo fill
thair stomach, their dream i just a dream,




One day while returning from the forest with firewood and her goat, Lalita ran inte Kabita, Kabita was
an active member of the community and regular participant in the local panchayat meetings and camps.
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Arre bahan, you dort £ 5 ) TR But de you think poer people like
have to worry. In : i L ug, living on the hills, will benefit?
yesterdags meeting ¥ 4 i ;!
the discussion was
on this only. There iz
& new programmeto
make your dreams
come true.

Yes, the new programme
DA-JGUA is different as it has

been prepared keeping all these iR YT
iggues in mind. It iz especially
for tribal/ indigenous people so
those living in remote villages
can get the benefit.

We have another
maeeting at the com-
munity hall tomorrow,
Come and attend,
Thae facilitator from
the government will
axplain to you in
detail.



The next afternsen, after
finithing their haugahold
work, women and man
head to tha community hall
to lizten to the facilitater,
whe spoke about the new
pragramme, DA-JGUA.
Listening to him, Lalita falt
hopefil that her dream
would materialize.

£o, what are
you thinking?

After the meating, they are [ want 1o avail the programme [
raturning to their homes, to improve my life. Do you know
whom | should approach?

Don't you remember what the
facilitator said? You have to
g0 to the sarpanch (PRI
mamber] with all your valid
documents (ID proofs). He will
help you apply for a house
under DA-JGUA programme
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Lalita went to Jan Sewa Kendra (JSK) at the
block office to update her Aadhaar card. Place







She reaches Panchayat office and requasted Pradhanji
to help her in applying for DA-JGUA programme.

Arre, this DA-JGUA programme
i has given us hope for the
’:_ o development of our community. We

After a month, both the

< can demand upgradation of the "
women vigit to Panchayat = z il anganwadi centre, an all-weather :
office and gee thair - - road, drinking water facility and
names in the lict pagted  © e L mobile connectivity. But, for that,
on the wall. < ' wa all have to demand unitedly. J

nama is on the list of pucca
house recipients.

Now, my family will have a

concrete houge. | want to tall

my husband, he will be very
happy. But, we don't have mobile
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Common Ground is a collaborative systems
change initiative in the domain of environmental
governance and rural livelihoods in India, jointly
led by several organisations and anchored by a
secretariat organisation, called Living Landscapes.
Common Ground leverages the unigue opportunity
presented by the Commons to address three
interconnected crises of our time - livelihoods,
climate, and social equality - by integrating

a socio-ecological narrative into mainstream
development models. Through a collaborative
action framework, Commeon Ground focuses on
‘field setting’, so that entrepreneurial action by
multiple actors is accelerated and multiplied,
seeding the ecosystem with institutional
apparatus and a distributed network of change
leaders, to set the stage for sustainable impact
beyond the scope of any single initiative or
organisation. To know maore click here.
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